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There are other common examples in scientific literature and
discourse. In working with scientists, [ often encounter value
-laden terms like degradation, improvement, good, poor,
impact, alien, or invasive. Scientists should avoid these
normative words in conveying scientific information. Such
words imply a preferred ecological state, a desired condition,
an accepted benchmark, or a favored class of policy options.

This is not science, it is a form of policy advocacy. It may be
subtle, perhaps unintentional, but it is patently stealth policy
advocacy.

More specifically, consider the widespread use of concepts
such as ecosystem health. It is normative science!
Ecosystem health is a value-driven policy construct, but it is
often passed off as science to unsuspecting policy-makers
and the public. In practice, notions of healthy or damaged
ecosystems are subtly calibrated by societal values and
preferences.
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Feral horses in North America are non-native, but many support their presence. Nothing in
science says one species is innately better than another, or that one should be protected
and another eradicated. Source: U.S. Department of Interior.

Along the same line, why is it that native species
are almost always considered preferable to non-
native species? Nothing in science says one

species is innately better than another, that one
species is inherently preferred, or that one

species should be protected and another species
should be cradicated.
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